MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no __
Property Name: _ Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments Ll :
Address: At Deer Creek on east side of MD 24 (Rocks Road) in Rocks State Historic district: yes X no
Pk, e o
City: Jarrettsville Zip Code: 21084 County: ~ Harford

Property Owner: ~ Maryland Department of Natural Resources _ Tax Account ID Number:  N/A

Tax Map Parcel Number(s): Tax Map Number:

Project: MD 24 at Rocks State Park

Agency:  MD State Highway Administration

Preparer's Name:  Rebecca Crew Date Prepared: _ 4/28/2009

Documentation is presented in: ~ MIHP Form HA-29, on file at Maryland Historical Trust

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: Eligibility recommended B m}__( ~ Eligibility not recommended

Criteria: A B € D Considerations: A B & D E F G

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property:

Nameofthe DistrictProperty: =~~~ B
Inventory Number: = Eligible: yes Listed:  yes
Site visit by MHT Staff yes X no Name: Date:

Description of Property and Justification:  (Please attach map and photo)

Description

The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments are stone abutments along the banks of Deer Creek within Rocks State
Park in Harford County, Maryland. The east bridge abutment is ashlar and built up and stands approximately 20 feet above the
stream bed. The west abutment is a stone retaining wall built into the river bank above Deer Creek and below MD 24 (Rocks
Road). Some stones have become loose from the bank and fallen into Deer Creek. No other features of the bridge are extant. The
rails of the railroad have been removed, and vegetation has overtaken the right-of-way.

Historic Context

The Maryland Central Railway, chartered in 1867, began laying tracks to connect Baltimore to the Pennsylvania town of Delta in
1881. In December 1883, the Maryland Central Railway completed the difficult gap between Bel Air, Maryland, and Delta,
Pennsylvania, with the last rails being laid near Rocks, where the railway had to cover a steep grade. The last section was also
scenic, and with the completion of the railway, the Rocks of Deer Creek became a possible day-trip excursion destination for
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Baltimoreans and farmers who lived along the path of the Maryland Central Railway. The Maryland Central Railway operated two

~ trains daily between Baltimore and Delta, beginning on January 21, 1884. In the last years of the nineteenth century, this railroad
was known as the Baltimore and Lehigh Railway. The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad formed in 1901, merging the Baltimore
& Lehigh Railway and York Southern Railroad. The trains of the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad, affectionately known as
the Ma & Pa, connected Baltimore and York and transported mail, slate, marble, coal, manufactured goods, and agricultural
products. The circuitous route was more than 75 miles long, although the two cities were just 45 miles apart. While the train was
faster than the horse transportation that preceded it, it was soon out-paced by the automobile and became obsolete. Passenger
service continued until 1954, and freight service continued until 1958. By this time, the area surrounding the abutments had
become Rocks State Park. The rails were removed soon after service ended.

Significance Evaluation

The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad has been determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)
in Pennsylvania. However, it is beyond the scope of this assessment of the abutments to makes a determination of eligibility for
the railroad within Maryland. Therefore, this assessment will evaluate the abutments only.

The abutments are not eligible under Criterion A, as the abutments do not convey the potential significance that the railroad may
have. The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad was more than 75 miles long, connecting Baltimore and York through a circuitous
route. Although the Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad played a role in connecting the two states, as well as many small and
larger towns within each state, the abutments as a sole entity are not a critical component of this potential significance. The
Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments do not represent the character-defining features of the Maryland &
Pennsylvania Railroad. In Maryland, other abutments exist at York Road in Towson (MIHP # BA-1542), in Pylesville (MIHP#
HA-1891), and at least one station remains in Baltimore City on Lake Avenue.

The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments are not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, as historic research
indicates that the resource has no known direct association with past or present significant persons who have made specific
contributions to society within a regional or national context. Those persons who may be significant for their role in developing
the railroad are not best represented by the abutments.

The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments are not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C because they do not
embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or the work of a master. A History of the
Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad contains an image of the bridge as it functioned as a railroad crossing. It appears to be a Pratt
truss. According to A Context for Common Historic Bridge Types, character-defining features of Pratt truss bridges include the
truss form, method of connection, top and bottom chords, vertical and diagonal members, floor beams, and stringers. None of
these features are extant at this site. If the abutments retained the character-defining features of a Pratt truss bridge, the resource
might be eligible as a bridge.

The Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge Abutments were not evaluated for NRHP eligibility for listing under Criterion D as
part of this assessment.

Endnotes

1. George Hilton, The MA & PA: A History of the Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 1999), 23.

2. Ibid.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Ashlar abutments presumably for an iron tressle which once
carried the railroad across Deer Creek at Rocks, Maryland,
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC ~ _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ _RELIGION
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad once traversed the

land which now constitutes Rocks State Park. This abutment

is a rare physical remnant of that once important transportation
system. Virtually all that is left of the old right-of-way

is the graded mound and a few scattered ties,

Recommendations:

The minimal maintenance required for the continued stable
existence of the abutment should be ensured. If the DNR
should undertake an archaeological survey in this region,
the MD and PA right of way should be carefully investigated,
along with the portions located in the Gunpowder State Park,
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PSs- 1108



.-'I' E')\ '( % .II:If:.I
. *Z__ ‘,n" -.'::I

Chestnut(Groye .+ 2, ;
' e ({h Gem
N (/ - L /),‘ ||

- S e
o 1 \‘% K (/ 2 -
= - A 3

\}I ? -:.\ Al .
o AGY R
I.m'rl \\‘1\ 9 ==
( 5 [ ) .';} I__.-’/ 3
\, e I}
LS P e V| a,
b S \ ,\\((
0\ W A\ L As30
/! - ) N .D\E@/‘) // =% i / ! 4 c'_,/ e 9
s : t . )\ / 2 8 : 'I .{ g
I ) |’-§ £y o Wl o '/\\"'.u
g woap 1/ / ~"""’:' 3 ] s
I |J ? :
o il B — ) o
bivs : Al <t DRER cluh :
N 1 e Hn\ll? |'~.uu{ \\
e e e
\ g0~ =1
0

DA/K- oL CRGWT#ER Ha)ss

- G( 1.11'n 4 "2’4—9
Wao- ’\1:’ ln

v /
|

-, r ., ' I 4 . an {\:\t‘ 3
. B O
v e r'{ \-\_ ) 7 i
@ o o ROAD. '( \

@~ b [y
(logy ) .'K“QF'P‘\ ( ( 51’ ))( i
5 . ~ $ i
{#.j, Lo P o bi{ (200

T ) e 4y Dl
: F ) ?Jg i : =
3” ! H}'a 25: 3-m 2 ?80 ano FEET (PA! 130 | @ TR OO T AL SNEE ROk, WIIRRINIA o
FOREST HILL 2.9 Mt g oo0m
BEL aAlg 7.2 W1
o ROAD CLASSIFICATION
1 MILE
e Heavy-duly Light-duty
2000 5000 6000 7000 FEET
e~ Medium-duly = = == Unimproved dirt
1 KILOMETER
= = o e
. s | [U.S Route () State Route
0 FEET K 14
DATUM OF 1929 vauwﬁ(\ kf’ L.

QUADRANGLE LOCATION N3937.5
AP ACCURACY STANDARDS .

. RESTON. VIRGINIA 22092
YMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON RTQUEST

W]U?;’.bf 7.5

Revisions s

hown in purple compiled from aenal

1956
phbeeaphs Yaken 1974 Thry

information not field checked PHOTOREVISED 1974

. W T TN 4 VI VLT R ol =W W = TN

o

Ity / (PAL)

' r’] 110000 FEET

\ff o 39037300
"76°22'30"

- ®<\
’f

ATAS FAWN GROVE. MD.—PA.
Y,







'/7‘%!-19 o
Mary land ¥ nnsy lania, bailrosd Bri
'3 /'/)baémenfi 0(51'——






HA=%]

3}
by
£

Jﬂmﬂu@ 7 Cuosy bosuein G STz






HA- 29

He v &F

_/?7&17 /M& ?’/3“,;;.;4,;-,“; g-!{,. S;r-‘z"






~
-~
A d

<

¢ o=

—

and. ou € Pm"
%;?;&/ud ftr‘r‘Ql'm‘]






o

s 29

wd J

MAMG’PS?//‘”“*

Rhthosd (kY] lizy



